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Crime statistics: get the rates where you
live
Crime statistics show it is now lower than for a long time. Find out
the figures near you
• Get the data
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Crime statistics: click image for full graphic. Illustration: Paul Scruton for the
Guardian

Crime in England and Wales fell by 9% last year - and is now lower than
when Labour came to office in 1997.

Alan Travis writes today:

There were an estimated 9.6m crimes in 2009/10,
compared with 10.5m in the previous 12 months, according
to figures released by the British Crime Survey (BCS). The
number of murders fell by 6% to 615, the lowest since
1997, while gun and knife crime also fell. Crimes recorded
by the police fell 8% from 4.7m in 2008/09 to 4.3m last
year.
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Crime figures, 2009/10
Table 2.04
Recorded
crime by
offence,
1997 to
2009/10 and
percentage
change
between
2008/09 and
2009/10

Numbers
and
percentage

CRIMES RECORDED CRIME BY POLICE FORCE CRIMES NOTES >
<

Download the full datasheet

The Home Office data makes a comprehensive and fascinating set of
data. And one that it's easy to get wrong - which is why we've
incorporated the Home Office notes in the spreadsheet too.

We've extracted two of the key tables - overall recorded crime and
recorded crime by police force area. There is loads more in there - is
there a favourite dataset that we've missed?

Download the data

• DATA: download the full datasheet

World government data

• Search the world's government data with our gateway

Can you do something with this data?

Flickr Please post your visualisations and mash-ups on our Flickr group
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or mail us at datastore@guardian.co.uk

• Get the A-Z of data
• More at the Datastore directory
• Follow us on Twitter
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Crime rates by police force area
Click heading to sort

Police force Total %
change

Rate
per
1,000
pop.

Violence
against
the
person

%
change

Rate
per
1,000
pop.

Drug
offences

%
change

Rate
per
1,000
pop.

Cleveland 47,255 -14  9,320 -13  2,972 13  

Durham 40,423 -10 85 6,696 -10 17 1,504 13 5

Northumbria 89,700 -15 67 16,837 -12 11 4,714 -9 2

North East
Region

177,378 -14 64 32,853 -12 12 9,190 1 3

Cheshire 67,032 -11 69 13,448 -5 13 3,022 4 4

Cumbria 28,333 -8 67 6,616 -7 13 1,703 9 3

Greater
Manchester

246,416 -13 57 42,041 -9 13 10,883 -10 3

Lancashire 107,361 -9 96 22,264 -4 16 5,234 16 4

Merseyside 107,730 -9 74 17,493 -8 15 14,744 -2 4

North West
Region

556,872 -11 80 101,862 -7 13 35,586 -1 11

Humberside 80,663 -10 81 16,666 -8 15 2,417 -12 5

North Yorkshire 42,197 -13 88 7,806 -4 18 1,822 -9 3

South Yorkshire 112,869 -13 54 17,750 -14 10 5,350 10 2

West Yorkshire 197,553 -9 86 31,375 -9 14 7,772 18 4
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£7.99

History of the World in Twelve Maps
by Jerry Brotton £19.00

Parade's End
by Ford Madox Ford £6.99

Sweet Tooth
by Ian McEwan £12.99

Structure of Scientific Revolutions
by Thomas S Kuhn £8.50

Search the Guardian bookshop

 Search
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Yorkshire and the
Humber Region

433,282 -11 90 73,597 -10 14 17,361 7 4

Derbyshire 68,005 -8 83 14,297 -0 14 2,297 13 3

Leicestershire 81,244 -6 68 18,019 -3 14 3,522 6 2

Lincolnshire 46,927 -5 83 8,474 -5 18 1,593 -8 4

Northamptonshire 55,168 -8 67 10,079 6 12 1,730 13 2

Nottinghamshire 98,319 -15 81 18,305 -7 15 4,060 7 3

East Midlands
Region

349,663 -9 92 69,174 -2 17 13,202 6 4

Staffordshire 76,137 -11 79 19,748 -0 16 2,637 -8 3

Warwickshire 33,828 -9 71 5,302 -11 19 1,645 25 2

West Mercia 71,291 -8 63 13,858 -6 10 2,648 -0 3

West Midlands 211,399 -7 60 47,396 -2 12 9,291 -4 2

West Midlands
Region

392,655 -8 81 86,304 -3 18 16,221 -1 4

Bedfordshire 42,048 -8 73 7,650 6 16 1,381 1 3

Cambridgeshire 60,017 -7 70 10,458 5 13 2,355 -9 2

Essex 104,796 -7 78 21,261 -3 14 4,056 -15 3

Hertfordshire 70,001 -8 61 11,594 -4 12 4,902 12 2

Norfolk 44,692 -9 65 9,117 5 11 1,830 -17 5

Suffolk 46,447 0 53 10,117 7 11 1,822 -14 2

East of England
Region

368,001 -7 65 70,197 1 14 16,346 -6 3

London, City of 6,532 -10 64 796 -7 12 833 9 3

Metropolitan
Police

828,752 -2 + 174,715 0 + 66,827 -13 +

London Region 835,284 -2 108 175,511 0 23 67,660 -12 9

Hampshire 142,261 -11 109 33,765 -5 23 6,226 7 9
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icebobblogg
15 July 2010 7:44PM

I don't believe crime rates are falling - but the number of crimes people bother to
report are falling, for various reasons. Usually 'petty' crimes go unreported and the
resounding attitude is why bother reporting them to the police, who are obviously
overwhelmed with 'bigger stuff' and inundated with unnecessary paperwork.

In 14 years i have been assaulted on the street twice - reported.

Had two pushbikes stolen - unreported.

1 BBQ stoien - yes BBQ - not reported.

One mobile phone stolen from my hand - unreported.

I have also called the police on numerous occasions when crack was being
smoked and/or dealt openly on the landing next to my kitchen window and the Police
NEVER attended once...

technopeasant
15 July 2010 9:36PM

icebobblogg, the figures aren't just police stats; the British Crime Survey is reporting
the same trends.

concerncitiz
15 July 2010 10:38PM

This comment was removed by a moderator because it didn't abide by our
community standards. Replies may also be deleted. For more detail see our FAQs.
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KeithClan
16 July 2010 7:04AM

Well "Fraud by abuse of position" is at least 165 light on the 2009/10 figure. These
are the MPs (allegedly) fiddling who still haven't been brought to book. 
Heather Brooke (at Hay recently) confirmed she still hasn't been given the
information she requested from the Commons offices regarding expenses under
the freedom of information act. Of course the Telegraph got theirs through the back
door for cash.

ratman1951
16 July 2010 8:09AM

These stats exclude large numbers of crimes, such as fraudulent use of credit cards
and identity theft. There are around 2 million such crimes a year but the police do not
deal with them it is the banks or individuals who have to. 
The Crime Survey excludes crimes against those under 16 years old. 
The drop in car theft is due to installation of car immobilisers in all new cars since
the mid-1990s making hot-wiring impossible. You need the keys to steal modern
cars. Also record numbers of criminals are in jail preventing them from commiting
crime. So overall crime is still high especially violent crime and ID theft which are the
2 most worrying crimes, I couldn't care less if my car is no longer stolen - it was
insured anyway.

MindYerBeak
16 July 2010 8:44AM

This is a complete load of doctored codswallop.

Police are solving only one in every four crimes, meaning some 3.1million offenders
were able to cheat justice last year.

Only 1.2million of the 4.3million cases handled by the police were cleared up.

For burglary, the detection rate fell below 13 per cent - the equivalent of one in every
eight offences.
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Almost all drug offences - 94 per cent - are detected, mainly because it is relatively
straightforward to clear up a case of cannabis possession, the most common
crime.

If drug offences are stripped out of the overall detection rate, the number of crimes
solved falls to 24 per cent. Officers blame the figure on excessive bureaucracy and
paperwork.

That's to say nothing, as stated above, of crimes that simply go unreported.

One in three men born in 1953 has been convicted of at least one criminal offence,
according to research published today. This figure accounts only for those who got
caught, not for the one who got away.

Crime is NOT falling. The statistics have been doctored to suit the political arena.

nyanza
16 July 2010 11:32AM

How hard is this simple fact for some people to grasp: 
The BCS does not measure reported crime.

n 14 years i have been assaulted on the street twice - reported.

Had two pushbikes stolen - unreported.

1 BBQ stoien - yes BBQ - not reported.

One mobile phone stolen from my hand - unreported.

So what? 
If today's figures were for reported crime then you may have a point. 
But as they are not for reported crime then you don't.

Only 1.2million of the 4.3million cases handled by the police were
cleared up.

What has this nugget got to do with whether crime rates are up or down? 
Wrong thread.

That's to say nothing, as stated above, of crimes that simply go
unreported.

Arggghhhh!!!!!!!!!
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UK news
Crime · Police

How did the Tories get
their crime figures in a
twist?
3 Feb 2010
The Conservatives have
been accused of
distorting crime statistics.
What went wrong?

14 Jul 2010
David Cameron could
damage public trust in
crime figures, says
statistician

17 Jul 2009
Crime figures: 'The
largest sustained fall in
crime in this country's
history'

3 Dec 2011
'Honour' crimes against
women in UK rising
rapidly, figures show

19 Jul 2003

Crime figures show 16-
year fall in offences has
halted
20 Oct 2011
Overall crime levels are
flat or starting to nudge
upwards, British Crime
Survey and police figures
appear to show

Related information

The Crime Survey excludes crimes against those under 16 years old.

No it doesn't. 
It has a specific module focussing on the experiences of 10 to 15 year olds!

Is there a more mis-understood survey in the UK right now than the BCS?

nyanza
16 July 2010 1:22PM

These stats exclude large numbers of crimes, such as fraudulent use
of credit cards and identity theft.

No, this factually incorrect as well - they are included: 
http://rds.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs10/hosb0810.pdf
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